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SUBJECT: HAND GUN EXPORTS TO THAILAND 

REF: A. STATE 218378; B. BANGKOK 16474 (OCTOBER'74) 

1. THE CONTINUED LARGE VOLUME OF PERSONAL WEAPONS LICENSED 
FOR EXPORT TO THAILAND HAS AGAIN GENERATED CONCERN IN THE 
DEPARTMENT REGARDING THEIR ULTIMATE DISPOSITION. FOR THE 
PAST NINE MONTH PERIOD (OCTOBER TO DATE), 37,326 WEAPONS HAVE 
BEEN APPROVED FOR EXPORT (36,920 HAND GUNS. 174 RIFLES, 232 
SHOTGUNS) TO COMMERCIAL OUTLETS IN THAILAND, AND 2,349 
MORE ARE PENDING. 

2. WHILE WE ARE AWARE OF THE THAI POPULAR ATTITUDE WHICH 
COMPELS MANY MALES TO CARRY ARMS, WE ARE ALSO AWARE OF THE 
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LIVELY TRAFFIC IN HOME-MADE BUT FUNCTIONAL "ZIP" GUNS. 
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COMPARED TO WHICH HIGH PRICED U.S.-MADE WEAPONS SEEM NEED- 
LESSLY LUXURIOUS. THIS GENERATES THE SUPPOSITION THAT 
MANY WEAPONS LICENSEDFOR THAILAND ARE IN FACT DESTINED 
FOR TRANSHIPMENT TO NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES, OF WHICG BURMA 
OR PERHAPS MALAYSIA WOULD NOW BE THE MOST LOGICAL DESTINA- 
TIONS. MUNITIONS CONTROL REGULATIONS SPECIFICALLY PROHIBIT 
TRANSHIPMENT OF ARMAMENTS WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL. 

3. WE WOULD APPRECIATE THE BENEFIT OF CURRENT EMBASSY 
THINKING ON THIS MATTER AND SUGGESTIONS AS TO HOW THE 
QUESTION MIGHT BE INVESTIGATED OR MORE SPECIFICALLY 
DEFINED. KISSINGER 
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